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Apostles- Philip 
Luke 6:12-16 


Luke 6:12-16, Now it came to pass in those days that He went 
out to the mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to 
God.#3And when it was day, He called His disciples 
to Himself; and from them He chose twelve whom He also 
named apostles: 4 Simon, whom He also named Peter, and 
Andrew his brother; James and John; Philip and 
Bartholomew; #7 Matthew and Thomas; James_ the son of 
Alphaeus, and Simon called the Zealot; Judas the son of 
James, and Judas Iscariot who also became a traitor. 


Group One: 


Simon called Peter, 
Andrew, 

James, 

John. 
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Peter, James, and John’s names get mixed around in the list, 
Peter’s is always first, but they are always in group one. 


Group Two: 


1. Philip, 

2. Bartholomew — or Nathanael, 
3. Matthew, 

4. Thomas. 


Always group two in every list. 
The names of Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, and Thomas get 
mixed, but Philip is always the first name of group two. 


Group Three: 
James the son of Alphaeus, 


Simon the Zealot, 
Judas son of James, 
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Judas Iscariot. 

Always the same in every list. 

The names may be mixed a little bit, the two middle names, the 
names of Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James get 


mixed. 


James the son of Alphaeus is always the first name in group four 
and Judas is always the last name of the twelve. 


Philip 
Now we come to group two. 


When we come to the first name of group two, this little group 
had Philip as their leader. 


First names do not change, the other names do. 

So, we meet Philip. Philip is a fascinating person. 

There are four different men named Philip mentioned in the 
Bible. Phillip was the name of two of King Herod the Great’s 
sons by different wives (Luke 3:1 and Matthew 14:3). 

The other two Philips in the Bible were servants of Christ and 
instrumental in the early church: Philip the disciple and apostle 


of Christ, and Philip the evangelist. 


Please do not confuse him with Philip the deacon in Acts 6 and 
8, later became an evangelist. Different Philip. 


We do not know a lot about him, but the word "Philip" is a 
Greek name. The meaning is "lover of horses." 


Do not know why he got that name, where it came from, but 
that is what it means. 


He must have had a Jewish name because all twelve apostles 
were Jewish. We do not know what his Jewish name is. 


They would not have named him with a Greek name, but maybe 
the equivalent in Hebrew, lover of horses, we do not know that. 
But he did have a Jewish name, we only know him, however, as 
Philip. 


John 1:44, Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew 
and Peter. 


He lived in Bethsaida. He grew up in the same town with Peter 
and Andrew. Must have been acquainted with James and John. 
Jesus was going to choose twelve apostles for this formidable 
task, He would scour the earth to find the best guys. He finds 
one little group of fishermen, just some buddies who knew each 
other. 


"All Jesus needs is availability. That will be enough." 


Jesus went back into the same little village, same little non- 
descript place called Bethsaida up on the north end of the 
Galilee area. There was Philip. 


He probably was a close friend of Peter and Andrew because in 
that small place they went to the same synagogue. Because 
they were God-fearing Jews and looking for the Messiah, they 
probably had a lot in common. 


Probably true that Philip was a fisherman because in the 21st 
chapter of John, when Peter takes the disciples back into the 
fishing enterprise after the resurrection, he goes fishing. Philip 
and Andrew go along. So perhaps he was a fisherman too, like 
the rest. 


What do we know about him? 

Matthew says nothing. 

Mark says nothing. 

Luke says nothing. 

But John helps us. 

He is an illustration of a completely different kind of person. 


He is not like 
Peter, 
Andrew, 
James, and 
John. 


He is not at all like his buddy, Nathanael, or Bartholomew, same 
person. He is always pictured in the New Testament, always 
listed next to Nathanael-Bartholomew, always two. 


The two are together but Philip was unique. 


First meeting of Philip. 


John 1:40-43, One of the two who heard John speak, and 
followed Him, was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. “4 He first 
found his own brother Simon, and said to him, “We have found 
the Messiah” (which is translated, the Christ). 42 And he brought 
him to Jesus. Now when Jesus looked at him, He said, “You are 
Simon the son of Jonah. You shall be called Cephas” (which is 
translated, A Stone). #3 The following day Jesus wanted to go to 
Galilee, and He found Philip and said to him, “Follow Me.” 


Jesus had called Peter and Andrew. 

They followed John the Baptist. John the Baptist points them to 
the Messiah. They find the Messiah; they follow the Messiah. 
Jesus changes Peter's name and here they are. They are in the 
group of disciples, a large group of following Jesus. 


Peter and Andrew had kind of found Him, and even James and 
John sort of found Him. 


This is the first time we actually read "He found" somebody. 
Jesus went after Philip. That is not to say He did not sovereignly, 
before the foundation of the world predetermine all the rest, 
but it is language unique to Philip. 


Philip was the first one to whom Jesus said, "Follow Me." 


But from the outset, He found Philip. Jesus said to him, "Follow 
Me,” | want you in My group, you follow Me. 


John 1:45, Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have 
found Him of whom Moses in the law, and also the prophets, 
wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 


What is the resolution between sovereign election and human 
choice? 

How do we resolve those things? 

Here is a perfect illustration that both exist. 

The Lord found Philip, but Philip felt that he found the Lord. 
"We found Him." 

No, bad theology, Philip, He found you. 


From a human perspective this was the end of his search. 
He had been a true Jew. 

He had been a true seeker. 

He had been committed to the Old Testament. 

He was a student of the Old Testament. 


The law and the prophets is shorthand for the Old Testament. 


Now Bethsaida was north of Nazareth, up in that Galilee area, 
not very far away. Nathanael could not believe it. 


John 1:46, And Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good 
come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 


That is a ridiculous thing for Nathanael to say because he came 
from Cana. That was worse than Nazareth. Nazareth by all 
measures would have been a more significant place than Cana, 
a little local rivalry there. 


Philip had studied the Old Testament, studied Moses, the law, 
the prophets. He was waiting for the Messiah and he was at the 
end of his search. 


"We found Him." No one brought Philip to Jesus. 

He was like Simeon. He was one looking for the consolation of 
Israel. He was waiting for the Messiah. No one had to bring him 
to Jesus. Jesus found him. 


In truth Jesus finds everybody who comes to Him! 


John 6:44, No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent 
Me draws him; and | will raise him up at the last day. 


The Old Testament had prepared Philip's heart. 


He was a student of the Old Testament, the law, and the 
prophets, looking for the Messiah. When it came time in the 
sovereign purpose of God, Jesus, planning to go to Galilee, put 
His finger on Philip and said, "Follow Me." 


Philip, so excited, found his buddy, Nathanael, and said, "We 
found Him." 


What a great beginning? 

No reluctance. 

No disbelief. 

He just was so elated, so thrilled that he just followed. 
He got caught up. 


His faith was real, but very weak, as the later passages about 
him tell us. But it was a good beginning. He did not make any 
effort to find more information, to check things out. He just 
embraced the fact that the Messiah was Jesus of Nazareth, the 
son of Joseph. This is Philip. 


We get to see the spiritual side of things. We know he was an 
Old Testament student. We know he loved the Old Testament 
scripture. We know he interpreted it literally, believed in a 
Messiah. When Messiah came up and said, "Follow Me," he 
gladly embraced Jesus as his Messiah and followed Him. So, we 
know the spiritual side, his heart was right, he had a seeking 
heart. The Lord never can call to follow Him one whose heart is 
not already opened. 


Philip’s personality starting to show. 
John 6:5, Then Jesus lifted up His eyes, and seeing a great 


multitude coming toward Him, He said to Philip, “Where shall 
we buy bread, that these may eat?” 


We know there were five thousand men, which means at least 
five thousand women and fifteen thousand kids? 
Huge crowd. 


Why does He ask Philip? 


Maybe Philip was the apostolic administrator. 
Maybe Philip was the guy who always worried about the 
possibility of everything. 


He was the guy who in every meeting said, "I don't think we can 
do that." He was the master of the impossible, and most 
everything fit into that category for him, maybe. 


John 6:6, But this He said to test him, for He Himself knew what 
He would do. 


Jesus was testing him so that he would reveal to himself what 
he was like. He knew his thinking. Suddenly He sees this 
massive crowd, He says, "Philip, you are usually in charge of 
arrangements, in charge of administrating things, could you tell 
us where we are going to get bread to feed this crowd?" 


He knew exactly what he was thinking. He had already started 
counting heads. They are going to be hungry. 

Eating in those days was not an easy thing. There was not any 
takeaway. 
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John 6:7, Philip answered Him, “Two hundred denarii worth of 
bread is not sufficient for them, that every one of them may 
have a little.” 


Jesus knew he had already calculated that. He had been 
thinking that the whole time. Here you are, Philip, standing 
there watching this huge crowd. Instead of thinking, oh what a 
glorious occasion, Jesus is going to teach the crowd! What a 
tremendous opportunity for the Lord. 


Philip had been there when the Lord created wine out of water. 
He had seen miracles of healing, casting out of demons, those 
kinds of things. He sees this great crowd and he has already 
beginning to feel the impossible. Even if we could collect 200 
denarii, we could not feed this crowd a snack. We are in big 
trouble. 


The supernatural escapes these kinds of people. They are just 
material in their thinking. 


So, Jesus wants to give him a test, so he will see what he is really 
like. Philip responded with open unbelief. 


A denarius is one day's wages, 200 days’ wages, eight months’ 


work. That is a lot of money for this group of essentially meagre 
apostles in terms of money. 
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One of the supreme essentials of leadership is a sense of the 
possible, certainly if you are hanging around Christ. Philip had 
a great feeling for the impossible. He knew too much arithmetic 
to be adventurous. 


Philip should have said, "Lord, You want to feed them, | am just 
going to stand back and watch how You do it. You can do it, 
Lord. Do it. We will tell everybody to get in line. You just make 
the food." 

That would have been great! 


On the other hand, you have Andrew. 
Every time we see Andrew, he is bringing someone to Jesus. 
Here comes Andrew, brother of Peter. 


John 6:8-9, One of His disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, 
said to Him, 9 “There is a lad here who has five barley loaves and 
two small fish, but what are they among so many?” 


Andrew had a glimmer of the possible. | could not find much 
but | found one guy. Andrew too had already seen Jesus turn 
water into wine, who knows what He can do with two little. 
Andrew's little faith was honoured. Philip lost the opportunity 
and a little boy brought by Andrew seized it. 


Philip was a materialist. 
e He was the man of practical things. 
e He was the common sense guy. 
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e He was the measurements guy. 

e He was the methods guy. 

e He was the mechanical guy with little understanding of 
the supernatural and he was more interested in facts 
and figures than faith. 


John 12. 
There were some Gentiles who were coming to worship God at 
the Passover. This was the final Passover in Jesus' life. 


So here were some Gentiles, who were proselytes to Judaism 
who worshiped the true God, God-fearing Gentiles. And they 
came to worship at the feast. 


John 12:20-21, Now there were certain Greeks among 
those who came up to worship at the feast. 24 Then they came 
to Philip, who was from Bethsaida of Galilee, and asked him, 
saying, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 


Why they came to Philip? 
Maybe because of his Greek name? 
May be because he was kind of administrator? 


Not a hard question. 

"We want to see Jesus. We have heard about the Messiah, we 
have come into town from Gentile lands, we have come into 
town for the Passover here in Jerusalem. We would love to 
meet Jesus." 
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Philip was not sure about this, got to check the manual on 
Gentiles and Jesus. A little concerned. Now, Jesus said on 
occasion when He sent the disciples out, He told them not to go 
to the Gentile territory. 


Matthew 10:5-6, These twelve Jesus sent out and commanded 
them, saying: “Do not go into the way of the Gentiles, and do 
not enter a city of the Samaritans. ®But go rather to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel. 


Is that a fixed prohibition from ever introducing a Gentile to 
Jesus? 
No. 


It simply identifies the priority the Jew first and the Greek. Jesus 
Himself first revealed that He was the Messiah to a Samaritan 
woman. But the general pattern is going to be to evangelize the 
Jews, but general patterns do not usually work very well for 
these kinds of people. They just go by rules. 


Philip goes to Andrew. 
Why? 
Because Andrew brings everybody to Jesus. 


In the heart of Philip that knows that is right, but he is not 
decisive. He can only passive aggressive characteristics. He 
only gets aggressive to stop something. He will never lead the 
parade. He is not that kind of leader. He will just try to stop it. 
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He only gets aggressive to prevent because he fears it cannot 
be done. But there is a little something in his heart that says 
they should meet Jesus. 


He takes them to Andrew so that no one can blame him to bring 
the people to Jesus. Andrew did it! 


So, Andrew and Philip came and told Jesus. 


John 12:22, Philip came and told Andrew, and in turn Andrew 
and Philip told Jesus. 


Andrew was not going by the book. 
Philip was analytical, sceptical, and goes by the book. 


If Philip was going to bring anybody to Jesus that did not seem 
to be according to the rules, he had to get somebody else 
involved. He could not find any official precedent for letting the 
Gentiles see Jesus, could not get past the rules. 


Final appearance: 
John 14. 


We would hope by the time you get to this point. 

This is two years after he has been chosen. This is two years 
after he has been in the process of being trained. This is two 
years of teaching by Jesus, two years of miracles by Jesus, two 
years of healings, two years of casting out demons, two years of 
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intimate day in, day out, twenty-four hours a day seven days a 
week fellowship with Jesus has gone by and here we meet him. 


John 14, this is in the opening of the upper-room discourse, the 
night of His betrayal. 


John 14:6, "/ am the way, the truth and the life, no man comes 
to the Father but through Me." 


You can't come to God except through Me, He says to the 
twelve that are with Him there. 


Actually, Judas is still there, he leaves later that evening. 


John 14:7, “If you had known Me, you would have known My 
Father also; and from now on you know Him and have seen 
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Him. 


Then Philip answered. 


John 14:8, Philip said to Him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it 
is sufficient for us.” 


What do you mean, show us the Father? 
Where have you been? 
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John 14:9, Jesus said to him, “Have | been with you so long, and 
yet you have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has 
seen the Father; so how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 


This is very discouraging. What do you think has been going on 
these three years? 


Two years of intimate association, what do you think has been 
going on? 


John 14:10, Do you not believe that | am in the Father, and the 
Father in Me? The words that | speak to you | do not speak on 
My own authority; but the Father who dwells in Me does the 
works. 


The words that | say, they are from the Father, 
The works that | do, they are from the Father, 
| am to the Father what you are to Me, 

| act with His full power of attorney. 

| am the Father in essence. 

The Father is Me. 

We share the same divine being. 


John 14:11, Believe Me that | am in the Father and the Father in 
Me, or else believe Me for the sake of the works themselves. 


You believe that | Am a miracle worker, but somehow you have 
this tendency toward scepticism has allowed you not to make 
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the conclusion that you are in the presence of the living and 
eternal God Himself. 


Show us the Father. 
What are you saying? 
What do you think | have been doing? 


For three years this Philip had gazed into the only face of God 
that he would ever see, and it was not clear. 


His materialism, his scepticism, his small-mindedness that shut 
him off from a full apprehension of whose presence he had 
enjoyed. 


Philip was a man of limited ability. 

He was a man of limited faith. 

He was a man of imperfect understanding. 

He was sceptical, analytical, pessimistic, reluctant, unsure, 
wanted to go by the book all the time, facts and figures 
controlled his life, never got the big picture of divine power, 
person, and grace. 


Slow to understand, show to trust, it seemed like his life was 
limited by circumstances, money, rules, proof. 


If you were interviewing Philip and you looked at this you would 
say, he is out, cannot make him one of the twelve most 


important people in the history of the world. 
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Jesus said, exactly what | Am looking for. 

| will make him into a preacher. 

| will make him into a founder of the church. 

| will make him into a ruler in the kingdom. 

| will give to him eternal reward in heaven for the work that he 
does. 


Church tradition identifies Philip as the missionary to Greece, 
Syria, and Phrygia. 


Philip met his death at the age of 87 in Hieropolis where he was 
stoned and them crucified upside down in 80 AD under the 
Emperor Domitian. 


The remains of St Philip were interred in Hieropolis and later 


transferred to Constantinople and then to the Church of the 
Dodici in Rome. 
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